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Course syllabus  

Ljud som kritisk praktik, 30 högskolepoäng 
Sound as critical practice, 30 credits 
 

Course Code: S6021A Main Field of Study: Performing Arts and Media 
Department: Department of Film and Media Level of Progression: AXX 
Grading Scale: Fail, Pass Established by: SADA’s Board of Education 
Education: Date of Decision: 04/05/2020 
Freestanding course   
   
   
Education Cycle: Second cycle Date of Revision: DD/MM/20XX 
Subject Group: SM1 Valid from: Spring Semester 2019 
Course Classification:  
Media 100 %  
   
   

 

Entry Requirements  
General entry requirement for studies at the second cycle.  

Specific entry requirement:  

Bachelor's degree in the Arts or equivalent  

Documented experience of artistic work 

English 5 and 6 or equivalent 

Selection  
Cv and a personal letter where the applicant describes her motivation behind applying for the 
course. If needed, interviews with suitable applicants for a final selection, will be conducted. 

Language of Instruction 
English is the main language. Swedish and other Scandinavian languages may also occur. 

Aim 
The course "Sound as critical practice" aims to explore the potential of sound as a mode of 
resistance in artistic practice.   

The purpose is to challenge present norms and cultures surrounding sound and listening through 
examining how ethics and norm critical approaches can be used to change current hegemonies 
and power structures present in the sonic landscape. 

Course Content  
• Sound as resistance in artistic practice. 
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• Ethical and norm critical approaches in the sonic field.  

• Sound as materiality, listening as a critical practice. 

• Site specific practice; the sonic landscape and the public space; history, memory and 
anthropocene. 

The course consists of the following modules:  

Ethics in Sonic Art, 8 hp 

This module deals with various ethical 
approaches in the sonic arts, exploring vital 
ethical questions linked to being an artist 
operating in the sonic field during this 
century. 

How are the present climate related issues 
affecting artists locally and globally? 

What rights – and responsibilities – does this 
entail? How can we, as artists in the sonic 
field, develop methods that may contribute to 
a more ethical and sustainable world? 

This module contains lectures, discussions 
and workshops presenting various ethical 
concepts in the sonic field. 

 

 

Modes of Resistance in Sonic practice, 10 hp 

In this module we explore various sound art 
practices as modes of resistance through 
lectures, workshops and artist talks, deriving 
from various different entries and 
interpretations of the subject.  

A broad overview of critical practices in the 
field known as "sound art", is presented. 
What are the different types of resistance 
modes in the sonic field? We focus on 
contextual practices. 

We also examine listening as a practice and a 
tool within the sonic arts, highlighting 
different traditions, listening practices – and 
their consequences. 

 

 

(Re)negotiating spaces, sites and scapes, 12 
hp 

The module "(Re)negotiating spaces, sites 
and scapes" offers an exploration of a few 
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central, critical and artistic perspectives 
related to the sonic landscape. 

During this module we audit the past, present 
and future in site specific sonic practice. 

Part one considers history and memory linked 
to specific spaces and places in sonic 
practice. 

Part two engages with a variety of artistic 
methods in site specific practice and the 
public sonic domain. 

Part three approaches the question of human 
impact on the environment, known as 
"anthropocene". We focus specifically on the 
contemporary soundscape.  

This module consists of lectures, discussions 
and workshops evaluated through verbal, 
written and practical assignments. 

 

Teaching Forms and Teaching Structure 

The course mixes theoretical and practical approaches, emphasising on the student's own artistic 
practice in the sonic field. 

This involves text based seminars, but also workshops and field studies. 

Written, verbal and practical reflection based on the student's own sonic practice is taking place 
continuously throughout the course. 

Apart from scheduled lessons and lectures, the students are also expected to self-study and 
explore the subjects of the course within their own art practice. 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
Ethics in Sonic Art, 8 credits  

After completing the course the student is able to 

• Be able to show and problematise the concept of ethics in the sonic arts and to portray how 
ethical perspectives could be used within her own sonic art's practice.  

 

Modes of Resistance in Sonic practice, 10 
credits 

 

After completing the course the student is able to 

• Be able to analyse and explore sound and listening as modes of artistic resistance linked 
to ethical and norm critical thinking and her own art practice 

 
Fel! Hittar inte referenskälla., 12 credits  



 
 

 

As of 1 January 2014, the Stockholm Academy of Dramatic Arts (SADA) is part of the Stockholm 
University of the Arts. 

4/5 

 

After completing the course the student is able to 

• Be able to demonstrate and critically examine how site specific sonic practice can link to 
history, memory and anthropocene in contemporary art and her own art practice. 

Examination  
Ethics in Sonic Art, 8 credits 

Course evaluation takes place continuously during the course through sheduled, written, 
verbal and practice based presentations.  

 
Fel! Hittar inte referenskälla., 10 credits 

Course evaluation takes place continuously during the course through sheduled, written, 
verbal and practice based presentations. 

 
Fel! Hittar inte referenskälla., 12 credits 

Course evaluation takes place continuously during the course through sheduled, written, 
verbal and practice based presentations 

 

 

In special cases, for example, illness or injury, some parts may be examined by special task. 
Each case is assessed in consultation with the responsible teacher and possible therapists. 

Course Requirements  
- 

Grading criteria  
Ethics in Sonic Art, 8 credits 

Pass  

The student has met the expected learning outcomes.  

Fail  

The student has not met the expected learning outcomes.  

 
Fel! Hittar inte referenskälla., 10 credits 

Pass  

The student has met the expected learning outcomes.  

Fail  

The student has not met the expected learning outcomes.  
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Fel! Hittar inte referenskälla., 12 credits 

Pass  

The student has met the expected learning outcomes.  

Fail  

The student has not met the expected learning outcomes.  
 

Study Resources 
Will be presented when the course starts. 

Course Evaluation 
The course coordinator is responsible for systematically and regularly gathering viewpoints 
regarding the course and for the results of assessments in accordance with the formats adopted 
by SADA being communicated back to the students and having an influence on the design and 
development of the course. 

Replaces a previous course 
The course replaces -. 

Overlaps another course 
- 

Other Terms and Conditions 
- 


	Entry Requirements
	Selection
	Language of Instruction
	Aim
	Course Content
	Teaching Forms and Teaching Structure

	Intended Learning Outcomes
	Examination
	Course Requirements
	Grading criteria
	Replaces a previous course
	Overlaps another course

