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We are looking for a candidate who wants to contribute to an attractive study, research 
and work environment, in which we strive to achieve broad recruitment of staff and 
students. You will be an important part in our critically reflective and inclusive 
environment. Stockholm University of the Arts (Uniarts) is an influential platform for 
innovative and investigative education and artistic research. Together we create dynamic 
meeting places for independent artists, researchers and teachers in dialogue with the 
world around us.  

Stockholm University of the Arts (Uniarts) provides education and conducts research in 
the fields of circus, dance, film, media, opera and the performing arts. With our unique 
composition of education and artistic research, we want to provide new opportunities for 
the future development of knowledge and society.  

Uniarts consists of DOCH the School of Dance and Circus, the University College of 
Opera, and the Stockholm Academy of Dramatic Arts.In the growing environment for 
artistic research we have unique possibilities of deepening the study programmes and 
creating collaborative projects spanning across various artistic fields 

We hereby announce PhD positions in Performative and Mediated Practices – specialising 
in film and media. 

Performative and Mediated Practices – general subject description 
The research education subject represents a unit where the focus is on interaction with 
the audience through artistic interpretation in different staged or mediated forms. The 
research is based on diverse performative and mediated practices that include physical 
and vocal practices (for example, circus, opera singing and acting), sound, image or 
form-based narrative techniques (for example lighting design, sound design and set 
design) as well as practices where dramaturgical, choreographic or compositional 
structures are in focus. The subject area includes challenging the dichotomy between 
artistic processes and events that take place in real time and those that are mediated 
through different technologies. Instead the subject area is researched from the point of 
view of how both staged and media forms relate to temporal aspects of the interaction 
with the audience. This means that the research can include studying conditions for the 
articulation of the present moment and the possibility of repetition, modification or 
interaction at different points in time during the artistic process or its execution. 

For further information, see http://www.uniarts.se/english/research-development or 
http://www.uniarts.se/english/research-development/research-education  

The specialisations within the third-cycle subject area Performative and Mediated 
Practices are film and media, choreography, opera and performing arts. 

Research education and employment:   
A position in a research programme entails participation in an education with both 
compulsory and elective courses together with other PhD candidates, simultaneously as 
you develop an artistic research project. The project is expected to contribute to the 
development of new knowledge and deepening and/or challenging existing practices 
within the artistic field. Included in the programme is that you will be presenting your 
work, both internally at the university and in other contexts. You will also give and 
receive critics in dialogue with other PhD candidates, supervisors, other researchers and 
seminar participants. As a PhD candidate, you will be a part of, and also contribute to the 
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development of the artistic education and research environment at Uniarts. You will work 
in a transdisciplinary environment where focus is put on the artistic process.  

The PhD candidate position consists of four years of full-time study, starting in January 
2019. The studies at PhD level consists of a documented artistic research project and a 
course section of a total of one year of full-time study (60 ECTS). The project’s content 
and focus will be managed in consultation with two supervisors. 

As a PhD candidate, you will be employed by Uniarts, where also your workplace will be 
physically located. You are expected to be present at work to the extent that the work 
and tasks requires. The main part of the education will be conducted within Uniarts’ 
campus area. In addition to individual research studies, you will be expected to 
participate in several ways in other activities at the university, as well as perform 
teaching etc. within one of the university departments.  

Terms for admission to the research programme and employment as a PhD candidate, as 
well as a description of the requirements for a doctoral degree in the arts, can be found 
in the Higher Education ordinance: 
http://www.riksdagen.se/sv/Dokument-
Lagar/Lagar/Svenskforfattningssamling/Hogskoleforordning-1993100_sfs-1993-100/ 

Eligibility  
General entry requirements 
To be eligible for education at research level, you must have  
1. a second-cycle level degree, 
2. completed courses corresponding to at least 240 ECTS, of which at least 60 ECTS must 
be from second-cycle level studies, or 
3. acquired (either within the country or abroad) professional knowledge and expertise 
within the arts that correspond to the above. In that case, you are required to apply for 
what is called an accreditation of prior learning and support your experience with the 
relevant certificates and documents. Your application should include answers to the 
following questions: What particular knowledge and expertise do you have to enable you 
to complete the programme? How did you acquire this knowledge and expertise? More 
information on how to apply for accreditation of prior learning is available at: 
http://www.uniarts.se/rekrytering/tio-doktorandtjanster/validering-av-reell-kompetens-
forskarniva 

Specific entry requirements:  
To be admitted to the Arts Programme in Performative and Mediated Practices at 
research level, the applicant must have: 
• a first degree with at least 240 ECTS within education programmes that are relevant for 
performative and mediated practices as a subject area or have comparable experience of 
artistic work, 
• shown the purpose of and plan for the intended research (including financial aspects of 
its execution) and had these assessed and approved by the admissions board, 
• shown continuous and ongoing artistic work as well as having performed artistic work 
of such an autonomous character that the applicant’s suitability for the part of the 
programme that consists of the research project can be assessed, and 
• good oral and written English language skills. 

Selection 
The selection of applications to proceed in the process is based on the following criteria: 

• the applicant’s suitability for artistic research work and capability of benefiting from 
research education; 
• the artistic quality of the project and the feasibility of it being carried out within the 
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given time frame (i.e. in a period corresponding to four years’ full-time study); 
• the quality of the research plan with regard to the delimitations of the subject area, its 
relevance, originality, research questions, connection to and relevance for the collective 
knowledge area and its methodology development, and  
• the university’s wishes in terms of focus and what supervision it is able to provide. 

The application 
The application should be written in Swedish or English and be uploaded digitally. The 
application should consist of:  
1. A project description (no more than 5 pages) that contains the following: 
- a description of the artistic research project and its research questions, 
- the planned procedure and methodologies,  
- a discussion as to how the project relates to existing knowledge and experience within 
the artistic field, 
- your motivation for seeking a position in the research programme, and  
- a preliminary schedule together with a potential budget calculation. 

Any reference material you would like to include can be uploaded or enclosed as a link. 

2. A CV containing personal details, educational programmes and degrees, positions and 
assignments, and artistic activities. 

3. Enclose attested copies of certificates that support the qualifications you refer to in 
your CV. Such certificates should, if possible, be in Swedish, English, Norwegian or 
Danish. If the documents are not in any of these languages, we may at a later date 
require you to provide translations carried out by an authorised translator to enable us to 
assess the documents. If this is required, we will let you know. 

How to apply  
1. Enter your name and contact details. (Disregard the information that says that if you 
are a student from outside Europe, you are obliged to pay a course fee – this does not 
apply to PhD candidates.) 
2. Specify whether you meet the general entry requirements. If the answer is yes, upload 
a degree certificate that attests that you have the relevant degree (use PDF format if at 
all possible). 
3. If you do not meet the formal criteria, you can apply for accreditation of prior learning 
instead. Click on the link and upload your application for accreditation of prior learning 
together with relevant employment certificates, education/course certificates and other 
attested documents that support the experience and knowledge you wish to have 
accredited. Answer these questions in your application: What particular knowledge and 
expertise do you have to enable you to complete the programme? How did you acquire 
this knowledge and expertise? 
4. Specify if you meet the specific entry requirements. If the answer is yes, upload a CV 
that supports this.  
5. Upload your CV. Enclose attested copies of certificates that support the qualifications 
you refer to in your CV (if you have already uploaded the documents in order to seek 
accreditation of prior learning, you do not need to do so again). 
6. Enclose a project description (no more than 5 A4 pages).  

The application process is open until the February 28th 2018. We only accept 
applications that have been submitted through the website’s digital application system.  

There are several steps in the admission process. The first selection will be made based 
on material submitted in the applications. After a second selection, a number of 
applicants will be invited to attend interviews planned for September 2016. The planned 
start of the education is January 2017. 



If you have any questions, please see FAQ  

(http://www.uniarts.se/english/research-development/applications-for-phd-studies-2016/faq-
frequently-asked-questions) or send an email to: docpositions@uniarts.se. 

We look forward to receiving your application. 
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