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Course syllabus  

Självständigt arbete, 30 högskolepoäng 
Independent degree project, 30 credits 
 

Course Code: S6023A Main Field of Study: Performing Arts and Media 
Department: Department of Film and Media Level of Progression: A2E 
Grading Scale: Fail, Pass Established by: SADA’s Board of Education 
Education: Date of Decision: 04/05/2018 
Master’s programme in film and 
media 120 credits 

  

   
   
Education Cycle: Second cycle Date of Revision: DD/MM/20XX 
Subject Group: SM1 Valid from: Autumn Semester 2018 
Course Classification:  
Media 100 %  
   
   

 

Entry Requirements  
General entry requirement: for studies at the second cycle.  

Specific entry requirement:  

- Documented experience of at least one year of artistic work relevant within the field of 
education 

- Documented experience of at least one year of artistic work relevant within the field of 
education   

Selection  
Students on the programme above have guaranteed places on the course. 

Language of Instruction 
English as the main language. Some linguistic adaptations may be made for the student group 

so that, for example, Swedish can be used in some situations during the course. In the written 
parts of the course, students can normally choose between writing in English or Swedish.  

Aim 
The aim of the independent work is to deepen the students’ practical vocational competence and 
prepare students for performing artistic research. 

Course Content  
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The course consists of independent artistic work, which is presented during a public seminar 
week, and an individual master essay, which represents reflection on the student’s own artistic 
practice. The elements of the course shall strengthen the student’s ability, in an experimental 
and critically reflective way, to both formulate and work, in theory and practice, with artistic 
problems at an advanced level. In the creative work of writing the master essay, students are 
encouraged to search out the context and the references that are important for their artistic work, 
as well as seeing their own practice in relation to other artistic approaches. Students may also 
use different forms of artistic expression and investigative methods, as well as the actual writing 
process, as tools to develop their ongoing artistic work. By means of this reflection and process, 
the master essay is integrated with the artistic work. The elements of the course shall strengthen 
the student’s ability, in an experimental and critically reflective way, to both formulate and 
work, in theory and practice, with artistic problems at an advanced level.  

The course consists of the following modules:  

Independent degree project 1, 7,5 hp 

      

 

 

Independent degree project 2, 7,5 hp 

      

 

 

Independent degree project 3, 15 hp 

      

 

  
 

Teaching Forms and Teaching Structure 

The course partly consists of mandatory elements that are common to all students regardless of 
area. In these, the student is introduced to a spectrum of relevant theories and methods for 
practice-based artistic research.  

The independent work corresponds to one term’s combined work (30 credits). The starting point 
for the work may, for example, be a study of an artistic method or the investigation of an artistic 
process. The work is individual and is reported in the form of practical work and a written text, 
for example.  

The students work with a Research Catalogue with documentation to support the artistic process 
and to communicate knowledge and experiences.  

The students shall themselves plan, design and report on the independent work within a given 
time frame. The independent work is in two parts: the artistic work and a master essay, which 
are examined together. There is ongoing individual supervision for both the artistic work and 
the master essay.  

Students are expected to be able to work independently and to have a clear vision of what they 
wish to achieve in the artistic work and master essay. Seminars about documentation, short 
workshops on writing and lectures on relevant artistic research and artistic development work 
are mandatory. 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
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Independent degree project 1, 7,5 credits  

After completing the course the student is able to 

• analyse relevant artistic work, artistic research and artistic development work in his or her 
area 

• be capable of critical reflection on his or her own artistic approach and those of others 
within his or her area 

• formulate research questions in film and media. 
 

Independent degree project 2, 7,5 credits  

After completing the course the student is able to 

• develop new and distinctive forms of expression in his or her area 
 

Independent degree project 3, 15 credits  

After completing the course the student is able to 

• clearly describe and discuss, verbally and in writing, or in some other way, his or her 
activities and artistic questions in dialogue with different groups  

• formulate new questions and contribute to the development of knowledge in his or her 
area, in an independent and creative manner  

 

Examination  
Independent degree project 1, 7,5 credits 

The examination is performed verbally at a seminar at the end of this part of the course. The 
student is assessed on his or her ability to analyse relevant artistic work, artistic research and 
artistic development work in his or her area. The student is also assessed on the ability to 
critically reflect on his or her own artistic approach and those of others, as well as the ability 
to formulate research questions in film and media. 

If the ordinary examination is not passed, the student is entitled to a maximum of four further 
examinations to obtain a pass.   

 

Independent degree project 2, 7,5 credits 

The examination is performed at a seminar at the end of this part of the course. The student is 
assessed on the ability to develop new and distinctive forms of expression in his or her area. 

If the ordinary examination is not passed, the student is entitled to a maximum of four further 
examinations to obtain a pass.   

 

Independent degree project 3, 15 credits 

The examination is performed at a seminar at the end of this part of the course. The student’s 
study performance is assessed in a review of the master essay and the artistic work in a 
critical discussion during the public seminar week. The student is assessed on the ability to 
clearly describe and discuss, verbally and in writing, or in some other way, his or her 
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activities and artistic and research questions in dialogue with different groups. The student is 
also assessed on the ability to formulate new questions and contribute to the development of 
knowledge in his or her area, in an independent and creative manner. 

If the ordinary examination is not passed, the student is entitled to a maximum of four further 
examinations to obtain a pass.   

 

In special cases, for example, illness or injury, some parts may be examined by special task. 
Each case is assessed in consultation with the responsible teacher and possible therapists. 

Course Requirements  
The student will participate in at least 80% of the teaching. Completion is required for further 
absence. 

Grading criteria  
Independent degree project 1, 7,5 credits 

Pass  

The student has achieved the stated intended learning outcomes.  

Fail  

The student has not achieved the stated intended learning outcomes.  
 

Independent degree project 2, 7,5 credits 

Pass  

The student has achieved the stated intended learning outcomes.  

Fail  

The student has not achieved the stated intended learning outcomes.  
 

Independent degree project 3, 15 credits 

Pass  

The student has achieved the stated intended learning outcomes.  

Fail  

The student has not achieved the stated intended learning outcomes.  

Study Resources 
Individually for each individual independent work. 

Course Evaluation 
The course coordinator is responsible for systematically and regularly gathering viewpoints 
regarding the course and for the results of assessments in accordance with the formats adopted 
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by SADA being communicated back to the students and having an influence on the design and 
development of the course. 

Replaces a previous course 
The course replaces Independent degree project, 30 credits S6004A. 

Overlaps another course 
- 

Other Terms and Conditions 
- 
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